NEW YORK CITY

Widow testifies in murder trial of 2 mobsters

BY ALFONSO A. CASTILLO

alfonso.castillol@mnewsday.com

When John “Jackie” DeRoss
first visited Willilam Cutolo’s
home, it was not to grieve over
his missing friend, but to ran-
sack the house looking for his
records. That’s when Marguer-
ite Cutolo knew “that my hus-
band was dead,” the woman tes-
tified yesterday.

DeRoss and Colombo boss
Alphonse “Allie Boy” Persico,
two crime family members
charged with Cutolo’s murder,
are being re-tried in U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Central Iship after
a hung jury in their original
trial last year.

Federal prosecutors say Persi-
co had Cutolo killed in 1999 be-

cause he feared that “Wild Bill”
would take over his seat as the
heir to the crime family’s top
spot while Persico went to jail
on racketeering charges.

Prosecutors say DeRoss
helped Persico plan and cover
up the hit.

Cutolo’s widow did not tes-
tify in the first trial. Taking
the witness stand wearing
blue jeans, a black blazer and
her short silver hair slicked
back, the woman answered
her 1nitial questions with “I
plead the Fifth,” before prose-
cutors guaranteed her immuni-
ty from charges, as expected.
Until recently, she and her
family had spent more than a
year in a federal witness pro-
tection program.

Cutolo breathed heavily and
gripped a microphone with
two hands as she recalled her
final days with her husband,
who disappeared on May 206,
1999, after a planned meeting
with Persico in Bay Ridge.

She recalled that her hus-
band appeared agitated when
he left their Staten Island home
that morning in his Ford Expe-
dition truck. “That was the last
time I saw my husband.”

Asked by a federal prosecu-
tor whether DeRoss seemed
upset about Cutolo’s disappear-
ance when he came to visit her
a day later, she testified, “Let’s
put it this way. There wasn’t a
tear 1n his eye.”

Earlier in the day, PPersico’s
defense attorney, Sarita Kedra

of Manhattan, suggested that
William Cutolo might have
been killed by his son, William
Jr., who she said had had a rift
with his dad going back to
when the elder Cutolo spent a
yvear In jail on racketeering
charges. She

said William Jr.

spent his family’s money

1shly”
away
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while his
and had all his
watches re-sized.
Unbeknownst to his family,
William Cutolo Jr. was cooper-
ating with the FBI at the time
of his father’s disappearance.
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Reach for the stars at the Vander-
bilt Planetarium in this week's
episode of ExploreTV at
ExploreLl.com/tv.

()

WO ABPSMIU MMM

-

"Hiﬁm.'u;l - .



Misled by Teds, he says

Alleged Colombo family mnhster takes back guilty plea

By JOHR BARTLELY
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A mobster who says the feds tricked him
into pleading guilty tried to take it back yest

citing government reports that the key
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